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What We Will Cover

http://udl4all.pbwiki.com/word cloud created using Wordle



Goal

• Reading and writing
• Organization
• Collaboration
• SETT Framework

– Student

– Environment

– Task 

– Tool
(Joy Zabala, LD Online, 1999)



Leveling the Playing Field 
vs.

Just Cool Tools…
• Content comes first – What are the goals of 

the lesson and/or curriculum?the lesson and/or curriculum?
• Supports a range of students’ learning needs
• Look through the UDL lens:

– multiple means of representation for ALL learners 
– multiple means of expression for ALL learners
– multiple means of engagement for ALL learners 

and teachers



Plan B

• Who has access to 
the technology?

• All students need 21st

century skills.century skills.
• May need to rethink 

what technology tools 
are used in the 
classrooms. 



Case Study- High School

• Large suburban high school
• 9th grade English class
• Substantially separated classroom• Substantially separated classroom
• Novel: Of Mice and Men



Questions?



Tools to Support Struggling 
Readers and Writers



Hyperwords

• Embedded Tool
• Available when needed
• www.hyperwords.net/ (Firefox extension, free)



Apture

• Ability to relevant multimedia items directly into their pages 
(images, video, maps, music).

• Embedded tools cut down on distractions and getting “lost”
• Works on Blogger, TypePad, MovableType, WordPress 

blogs, Drupal, and more 
• www.apture.com (free)



Visual Thesaurus

• Visual representation of word connections
• Helps develop  understanding of word in context
• www.visualthesaurus.com ($)



Case Study- Middle School

• Suburban middle school 
• 8th Grade World History

– Ancient peoples of    – Ancient peoples of    
South America

• Inclusion setting 



Questions?



Tools to Support Struggling Organizers



Remember the Milk

• Create personal to-do lists and reminders
• Manage tasks from anywhere
• Receive reminders via email, SMS or Instant Messenger
• Organize tasks visually using tag clouds or traditional list 

format
• www.rememberthemilk.com (free)



Bubbl.us

• Allows brainstorming online
• Share and work with others
• Can embed in a wiki or blog
• www.bubbl.us (free)



Delicious

• Social Bookmarking-keeps everything in one place
• Use tags to organize
• Can find others with similar interests
• http://delicious.com/ (free)



Diigo

• Research, knowledge sharing and social bookmarking
• Highlight, bookmark, tag and annotate web pages and 

documents 
• Share resources with friends and groups 
• Access bookmarks from any computer 
• www.diigo.com (free)



Questions?



Tools to Support Collaboration



Google Documents

• Create, share, and collaborate on on-line documents
• Multiple people can view and make changes at the same 

time
• Control who can see your pages
• http://www.google.com/educators/p_docs.html (free)



VoiceThread

• Group conversation around videos, images, and documents
• Can leave comments via text, audio, webcam.
• Promotes asynchronous discussion about posted subjects. 
• www.voicethread.com (free, $)



Questions?



Collaborative Workspaces



Blogs, Microblogging, and Social Networks
• Not tool specific 
• Revisit SETT framework – workspace planned 

and intentional 
• Collaborative workspace for diverse learners • Collaborative workspace for diverse learners 

using add-ons, widgets and specific features: 
– Podcasts
– Assignment reminders
– Class calendar
– Track grades
– Class notes and slideshows 
– Preview the lesson
– Concept maps for upcoming lessons 



Blogs, Microblogging, and Social Networks

• Blogs for educators: http://edublogs.org/
• Microblogging/collaborative workspace for 

educators: http://www.edmodo.com/
• Create your own social network: 

http://www.ning.com/



Questions to Ask

• What are the goals of the lesson and/or 
curriculum?

• How can I create different paths to 
understanding and engaging with the understanding and engaging with the 
curriculum?

• What tools are my students currently using?



Think About….

• Twitter- social networking
• Jing-screen capture
• RSS (Rich Site Summary) organization
• Wikis- collaboration, organization• Wikis- collaboration, organization
• Blogs-collaboration
• Interactive whiteboards
• Jott- use cell phones to blogs



Questions?



Resources
• Center for the Implementation of Technology in Education 

(CITEd) www.cited.org

• Wikis, Blogs, and Text Messaging 
http://www.ldonline.org/article/27426

• Supportive Resources for Electronic Texts • Supportive Resources for Electronic Texts 
http://ncset.uoregon.edu/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogc
ategory&id=44&Itemid=89

• Designing Strategies to Address Barriers 
www2.edc.org/accessmath/resources/strategies.asp

• Literacy Matters www.literacymatters.org

• Using Technology to Support Diverse Learners 
www.wested.org/tdl

• SETT Framework www.ldonline.org/article/6399



Resources Cont’d

• Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST) UDL 
BookBuilder  http://bookbuilder.cast.org/

• Centre for Learning and Performance Technologies 
www.c4lpt.co.uk/Directory/index.html

• Tech and Learning www.techlearning.com

• Wordle Word Clouds www.wordle.net

• Webblog-ed-Learning with the Read/Write Web 
http://weblogg-ed.com

• A Periodic Table of Visualization Methods              
www.visual-literacy.org/periodic_table/periodic_table.html



Center for Implementing Technology 
in Education (CITEd)

� Works with state and local education 
agencies to develop systems to 
integrate instructional technology to integrate instructional technology to 
meet the needs of all students

� Provides support through innovative 
online professional development, 
research, technical assistance (TA), and 
extensive web-based resources, tools

www.cited.org



Distance Technical Assistance at www.cited.org
� Learn Center: Features more than 700 resources tailored 

for teachers, administrators, technology coordinators, and 
PD coordinators

� Act Center: Features the EdTech Locator and 9 PD 
programs and models from our partnersprograms and models from our partners

� Research Center: Features more than 20 Research in 
Brief articles on 5 different topics and 5 research 
publications

� My Center: Allows registered users to bookmark 
resources and build custom toolkits for colleagues



� CITEd Resources: Factsheet

• Ed Tech Locator
• TechMatrix
• Consumer Guides

Make Wise Ed Tech Decisions with ARRA Funds

• Consumer Guides
• Content-Specific Technology Uses
• Implementing and Scaling Up 

Technology
• Professional Online Learning: 

Differentiating Instruction

http://www.cited.org/library/resourcedocs/MakeWiseEdTechDecisions
WithRecoveryActFunds_Final.pdf


